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the possibility of an undiagnosed brain abscess. In
treatment of the soft parts the danger of stricture of the
cutaneous meatus was to be remembered. The author
generally adopted Stacke's or Ballance's method of making
a flap from the posterior wall of the meatus. In cases
where much bone had been removed skin grafting was
most useful. In ordinary cases complete healing could be
induced without grafting in five to eight weeks. He never
closed the posterior wound directly after the operation,
but left it open for a few days, and at first dressed
the wound daily. He used iodoform powder for a few
days, and then xeroform, and plugged with aluminium
gauze. lodoform, if used for any length of time,
caused excessive growth of granulation tissue. The
application of peroxide of hydrogen was most useful
during the operation, and also in the after-treatment.-
Mr. H. IJPCOTT detailed the results of a study of Epithelial
tuniours of the prostate, based on the examination of 33
specimens removed by operation. In 27 the enlargement
was due to adenomatous or fibro-adenomatous growth; in
5 specimens carcinoma was revealed by the microscope,
and in only 1 was the change purely fibrous. Overgrowth
of glandular tissue might give rise to one or more
localized enucleable tumours, or, when arising from
numerous foci, cause a fairly symmetrical enlargement,
affecting mainly the lower poles of the lateral lobes,
its growth occurring chiefly in a forward direction.
The enlarged prostate of the latter type was pyramidal,
with the apex upwards, its antero-posterior diameter
equalling the transverse. Under the microscope there
was a relative increase of the glandular tissue; epithelial
cell proliferation was frequently seen; at times cysts were
formed by dilated glands or by coalescence of neighbour-
ing acini, often filled with desquamated cells. Of the
cancerous prostates, two had been removed in fragments,
two were but slightly enlarged and were shelled out
whole, while the fifth was markedly enlarged. Malignant
disease of the prostate could not be diagnosed in the
majority of cases except by microscopical examination;
to the naked eye the scirrhus cancer resembled the simple
fibrous prostate, while a prostate affected with a more
cellular growth might be indistinguishable from an
adenomatous prostate. Some of the carcinomatous
prostates showed more or less encapsuled areas
of irregularly-branching columns of cells, with
scarcely any of the fibro-muecular stroma of the
gland remaining; these probably represented an early
stage in the carcinomatous transformations.-Dr.
T. CHIURTON showed a case of tumour of the braini in
a child in which there were present both intention tremor
and abnormal ocular movements.-Mr. J. F. DOBSON:
A brain from a case of hydrocephalus in wlhich a drain
was placed between the lateral ventricle and the subdural
space; the operation was only survived a few hours.-
Mr. H. LITTLEWOOD: An extreme example of multiple
enchondromata of the hands and feet.-Dr. MAXWELL
TELLING: A case of nodular lupus erythematosus of
twelve years' duration.-Mr. GlRUNBAUM (with Mr. 0. C.
GRUNER): A specimen of parotid epithelioma invading
the spinal canal.

PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF MANCHESTER.-A laboratory
meeting was held on May 9th in the Morbid Histology
Laboratory, Owens College. The evening was given up to
demonstrations of specimens and methods, some twenty
in number. Included were a demonstration by Dr. DIXON
MANN of various urinary pigments with their spectroscopic
reactions, and of a disputed faecal pigment named
bilicyanin."

THE American Medical Association will hold its fifty-
seventh annual session at Boston on June 5th and two
following days, under the presidency of Dr. L. S.
McMurtry.
SUCCESSFUL VACCINATION.-Dr. A. G. B. Lory, Public

Vaccinator of the Chudleigh District of the Newton Abbot
Union, has been awarded by the Local Government Board
the special grant for successful vaccination for the third
time in succession.
THE late Miss Harriet Lucretia Onwhyn, of Broadstairs,

left £300 to the Royal Seamen's Infirmary and Hospital at
Ramsgate, and £600 each to the Royal Sea-Bathing
Infirmary at Margate, the Charing Cross Hospital, the
London Hospital, the Royal Hospital for Incurables,
Putney, and the Dental Hospital, Leicester Square.

REVIEWS.
THE KING'S CORONER.

THE second volume of the King's Coroner' has just ap-
peared. In Volume I, published last year, Dr. HENSLOWE
WELLINGTON gave a concise summary of the history of the
ancient office of coroner, and very clearly showed that
there are points in favour of the existence of the office some
two hundred years before 1194, which is the date of the
Articles of Eyre, said by Stubbs, Palgrave, and other
great historians to be the date of the origin. The various
duties of the coroner as carried out in early times are
described in a manner almost too concise; a more
elaborate history, founded on the amount of material col-
lected from such painstaking research would have been
welcome, for the sections upon sanctuary, deodands,
royal fish, contain many facts of no little historical
interest. The rest of the volume is occupied by a com-
plete collection of all the statutes relating to England and
Wales containing the word " Coroner "; and although the
large majority of them are of no practical use, yet they
are of historical interest as showing how the office has
evolved from its ancient to its present position. To the
Act of 1887, that upon which the present law and practice
are founded, many useful footnotes are added, which
miglht have been rendered still more useful had the author
made comments upon them, instead of leaving his readers
to hunt up the reports, which is well-nigh impossible in
remote country districts away from legal libraries. The
frontispiece, which is a reproduction of the seal of the
Coroner of the King's Household of the fourteenth cen-
tury, is an artistic addition to the book.
A glance at Volume II at once shows the practical

utility of this half of the work. It is divided into four
parts. Part I deals with the jurisdiction and qualifica-
tions of the coroner, together witlh his duties in the
office before going to the court, whichl is the period of
greatest responsibility. We are glad to see that the
author, in treating of stillborn cllildren, does not coun-
tenance the idea that we are all presumed to have
been born dead until proved otherwise (p. 5), as has been
stated in several recent publications. We think, how-
ever, that he is not quite up to date in quoting the older
legal authorities as to the discretion of a coroner in
holding an inquest, for the office has become more impor-
tant since the date of tile passing of the Employers'
Liability and Workmen's Compensation Acts, and must
create a tendency towards more careful inquiries;
probably, also, the number of inquests is increased.

Part II relates to the court and its procedure, and, indeed,,
the whole of the book very carefully sets out the practice
anid transactions of the coroner in chronological order. rn
this part especially the various forms of oaths, etc., are
inserted in their order instead of in Part IV, which is
made up of the forms and documents required at other
times and places. The rules of evidence will be a useful
guide to those who have not had a legal training, for
although the strict rules are not always enforced in tile
coroner's court, yet a clear idea of tlhem cannot fail to be
of service to all concerned in the practice of this court.
Several pages are devoted to the procedure necessary
when a coroner wislhes to resign his office, to which he is
appointed for life. This is ani important addition to
coroners' literature, for, since the passing of the Local
Government Act, 1888, difficulties have arisen in the
matter whlich are here solved.

Part III deals fully with the duties of the coroner after
the inquest is completed, respecting the registration of
the death, and various forms of certificates anid returns
that have to be issued. The index in each volume is
full, and adds considerably to the usefulness of the book.

Dr. HenslQwe Wellington is certainly to be congratulated
upon the result of his painstaking researches, which show
care, method, and labour; and we commend the two
volumes to all who are interested in the history and duties
of the coroner, or are about to undertake the duties of the
office.

I The King's Coroner. By R. Henslowve Wellington, L.R.C.P.Lond.,
M.R.C.S.Eng., Deputy Coroner for the City and Liberty of XVest-
minster and thle South-W^estern Divisions of London, Lecturer on
Medical Jurisprudence at the w'estminster Hospital MedicXal School.
In twvo volumles. London: Bailliere, Tindaill, and Co)x. (Demy 8vo,
vo)l. i, pp. 292. 8s. 6d. Vol. ii, pp. 166. 7s. 6d.)
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SURGERIY OF DIGESTIVE DISORDERS.
THbEbook on toilSrrgical Aspects ofDigestite Dis8osdr,2
written by Dr.1NIUMFORD, inccollaborationi withi Dr. STONE,
is curiously unequal, forthlere is evidenceof a considerable
amount of clinical work, which hias apparently been put
together witliout sufficient thoughit and care. On p. 8 of
the preface, which the authors choose to call the
Argumnent,"tley write:
For some years we who write this have been in the habit

of impressing upon our stuidents the fact that the duodenum
is the central chamber of the digestive apparatus (Fig. 1),
but on turning to Fig. 1, which looks like a kidney
adherenttoh te caecum, and is lettered "Fig. 1 Supple-
miient, showing occasional relation of vermiform appendix
wvith right kidniey, colon cut away; retrocaecal appendix,"
we are Unablc to perceive tile relation it bears to the
above quoted aphorism. On the following page the digni-
fied style of the Argument" is dropped, in order that the
authors may address the reader directly; thus:
You must constantly in your practice be bearing in mind

the great frequency of stomach dilatation, cicatrices, and
adhesions associated with disturbances of digestion ; if you will
examine carefully all your cases of dyspepsia you will be sur-

prised to find hiow frequently the stomach tympany extends
below the umbilicus, aild you will do well in all such cases to
remember that surgery may be your resort, not tardily and
rarely, but promptly and frequently ; early operations on these
stomachs are safe, easy. and effective ; late operations may be
dangerous, difficult, and futile.... The rather frail neurasthenic
YOUng girl or the tired mother of many children, the sufferer
from dysmenorrhoeaa or the elderly widow with heartburn,
milay be affected with displacements of the stomach, the
kidneys, and the uterus.

This is hardly helpful, even if we admit that, obviously,
slhe may! Tilese passages are scarcely worthy of in-
structors in miiedicinie anld surgery in a university; if
they stood alone tlley would suffice to condemn the
book, but wlhen the authors are giving serious con-
sideration to tleir subject the level rises somewhat.
The book proper commences witil achapter on ancient

conceptions of the digestive organs, a superficial and
ulnnecessary accounit of the past Ilistory of the treat-
ment of diseases of the stomaclh, ending with the
researches of Beaumont and Claude Bernard. The
second chapter gives an almost equally perfunetory
account of modern metliods of stomach examination,
in wllich the only original suggestion is to demonstrate
dilatation of tile stomachl by "blowing down a tube
tllrough a clean glass mouthpiece"!

On page 54 the objection made to the tuberculin test
for latent pulmonary tubercle that " some autopsy
statistics put the percentaae of tulerculosis lesions as

Iiigl as 98 per cent." isnot a good one; if it were, the
test would truly be useless; but when tuberculin was

extensively employed, ten or fifteen years ago, sufficient
experience was obtained to shlow tilat it could be relied
upon; nor do we tlhink the stetlhoscopelhas been super-

seded by the.v rays.

The autlhors speak in a patronizing way of the methods
adopted for the treatment of digestive disorders in the
days preceding gastric surgery, and single out Niemeyer's
textbook for their illustration of the therapeutic futility
of thirty years ago; after summarizinghis treatment they
say," He concludes that the results from this treatment
are the most brilliant that are ever attained in medicine."
Now Niemeyer was the embodiment of therapeutic
scepticism and common sense, and was not the man to
magnifyhis achievements, but the words quoted refer to

tlhe results of treatment of stomach diseases at Karlsbad!
On page 66 they quote Ewald in four different places
as speaking of "gastrictasia," where Ewald writes

"gastrectasie"; as they are quoting from the American
translation, it is possible that the peculiar spelling is due
to that work, but, if so, it is a pity to perpetuate a

printer's error. Wehlave never before met wi tll the word

" hyperchlorosis," used to mean not aggravated chlorotic
anaemia, as some miglit expect, but excess of hydrochloric
acid in the gastric juice! The autilors use the word

" restriction" for eonstriction; thus, they speak on p. 154
of "hourglass restriction."
The various operations are described in detail, and the

2 Sur.qical Aspects of Digestive Disorders. By Jamies G. Muniford,
M.D., Visiting Surgeon to the Massachlusetts Geueral Hospital, iu
association withl Altlhur K. Stone, M.D., Physician to Out-Patients,
Massaclhusetts General Hospital. L'ndnn and New York : Mac-
mnillau Co. 1905. (Demy 8vo, pp. 395. 10s. 6d.)

descriptions are illustrated by a number of excellent
plates, most of which are borrowed from thle writings of
Scudder or Mayo, but which nevertheless serve their pur-
pose. Dr. Muinford appears to be a supporter of Finney's
operation of pyloroplasty, advocated by Mr. Rutherford
Morison. An appendix gives the results in 37 cases of
the examinations of the stomach, the clinical diagnosis
ani the pathological diagnosis made either at an opera-
tion or on post-mortemn examinations. Though not a large
series, this affords sufficientconfirmation of the rules
which are getting to be generally accepted for the dia-
gnosis of pyloric obstruction. The principal diagnostic
point is stasis. In every one of the cases in which this
condition was found there was obstruction either at or
near the pylorus; and asthis is the condition for which
surgical aid is plainly required, its importance cannot be
emphasized too much; but these writers seem rather to
encourage the treatment of cases" with well-marked
mechanical stasis" by medical means, although relapse
is inevitable and valuable time is lost.

Thley advocate" more frequent and earlier exploratory
operations"; but while admitting that there is a proper
field for these, we must insist that all other means of dia-
gnosis must be exhausted, and, above all, there must be a
clear appreciation of the conditions which justify even an
exploration, forthere is such a large number of gastric
conditions causing chronic dyspepsia not remediable by
surgical means, that unrestricted exploratory operations
will bring gastric surgery into disrepute and hinder its
progress.
In the chapter on f he surgery of the bile passages, we

notice that "Dobbs, Sims, and Kocher" are credited with
being the pioneers in this departure of surgery; but
Lawson Tait, who was at least one ofthe first toshow that
the operation of draining the gall bladder could be per-
formed with practically no risk to life, is not even named.
The authors speak of Cammidge's reaction but do not
appear to have tried it, or to have read the criticisms upon
it whichhave been published in this country.

APPENDICITIS.
A CONSIDERABLE number of changeslhave been made in
the third edition of Dr. J. B. DEAVER'S well-known work
onA4ppendicitis.3 There are several newehapters. The
first, on the function of tile caecum and appendix, is for
the most part a reproduction of Professor Macewen's
writings on the subject. A second is devoted to
appendicitis inchildren;here the rarity of the disease
under the age of 2 years is remarked, and in the author's
opinion is partly due to the relatively large lumen of the
appendix and partly to the fluid nature of the diet. In
his experience the process of shutting-off the inflammatory
area by adhesions is especially active in children, and
general peritoneal infection, except by rupture of abscess,
correspondingly rare. He records a remarkable series of
77 cases in children treated during 1904,2 being moribund
and dying without operation, the remainder all recover-
inig. The disease is certainly not so fatal in children
as in adults, partly owing to the excellence of the
recuperative powers at this age and partly to the marked
tendency to localizationi. Chronic appendicitis is also
the subject of a new chapter. Dr. Deaver writes of the
difficulties of diagnosis in this form of the disease, and
relates cases to show that obscure abdominal pain is often
ascribed tochronic appendicitis without sufficient cause.
He has on occasions removed appendices which were
thought to be the cause of abdominal symptoms, and
which microscopical examination showed to be actually
diseased, without giving the patient the least relief, and
ie considers that where no definite acute attack has pre-
ceded the chronic symptoms, the surgeon will do well
to decline to operate unless the physical examination
shows very positively that the appendix is diseased. It
is to be hoped tllat this opinion from a surgeon of Dr.
Deaver's experience will contribute towards the dis-
couraging of what we agree with him is a too great readi-
ness to ascribe vague abdominal pain to chronic appen-
dicitis, and to operate with no better grounds than a
suspicion. On the subject of appendicitis in typhoid
fever the author's views are also of much interest. Of 26
collected cases of operation in this condition, 10 operated
on during the first week all recovered, wllile of 16 operated

3 Appendicitis. By Jolhn B. Deaver, M.D. Tlhird Edition. London:
Rebiiian, Liiliited. 1905. (Demy 8vo, pp. 492; 64 plates. 30s.)
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on later 7 died. Dr. Deaver would not operate during the
height of the fever when an appendicitis arises as an
intercurrent affection, unless there is good evidence of
perforation or pus formation. The pathological lesions of
vacute appendicitis are described under four headings-
catarrhal, interstitial, ulcerative. and gangrenous. The
occurrence of the catarrhal type is maintained in opposi-
tion to the views of Talamon and others, but of 239 cases
-operated on and investigated by the author, 9 alone
belonged to it. Dr. Deaver is well known to have been
an advocate of early operation in acute appendicitis some
tinie before the general trend of surgical opinion inclined
to this view; he again states his opinion in the following
terms: "1 In every case of appendicitis seen early, opera-
tion is indicated regardless of the mildness of the attack
and regardless of the severity of the attack." He holds no
extreme view on the necessity for removing the appendix
in every case, but considers that the otgan should be
removed at the primary operationi in all but exceptional
cases. On these two points-the necessity for immediate
operation in all cases and the necessity for removing the
appenidix unider all circumstances-he appears to be less
dogmatic niow than formerly. Worthy of special attention
are the remarks on the contraindications to operation in
cases of diffuse peritonitis; and in such cases Dr. Deaver
-does not now irrigate the general peritoneal eavity, but is
content witlh removal of the appendix and drainage, and
has liad many more recoveries than when he employed
irrigation.
The illustrations throughout the volume are very good,

and in this edition there are forty-two new plates, prin-
cipally in the chapters on anatomy and on the technique
{of operation. Probably no surgeon has had a greater
actual experience of appendicitis than Dr. Deaver, and his
book is seconid in importance to none that has yet been
wvritten on the subject.

GUMMATA OF THE HEART.
DR. STOCKMANN, of Helsingfors, has brought together what
is knowIn of gummata of the myocardium in adults.4
Knowledge of syphilis of the heart, though noted by some
-of the earlier writers, such as Astruc and Morgagni, dates
practically from the time of Ricord, who recorded the first
.case (1845). Corvisart had previously (1804) surmised that
-certain vegetations of the valves were of syphilitic origin,
e view which was opposed by Laennec and others. Hunter
at the end of the eighteenth century had thrown
doubt on the existence of cardiac lues (1786), and his great
;authority had been prejudicial to progress. The author
reviews 76 recorded cases of heart syphilis, to which he
has added 4 fresh eases, which were under the care of
-Professor Benda. The latter are exhaustively and care-
fully dealt with. In addition to these, he refers to some
doubtful cases and also to 7 other likely ones, which he
has been unable to refer to either in the original or in
abstract. Here it may be stated that cases recorded by
Russian observers, sush as Sacharjin, have apparently
been overlooked; at any rate, they do not appear
in the bibliographical references. In his survey
of the whole matter the author has, however, dealt only
with those cases (52) in which there were circumscribed
gummata of the myocardium. These lesions are usually
-multiple, but, when one tumour only is present, it is
usually found to be made up of a congeries of small gum-
mata. The left ventricle was the part mainly affected in
38 cases; the right being involved in 20. As to the
histology, the growth is preceded by changes in the
vessels. In his own cases Stockmann found the miliary
gummata arranged round small veins. The differential
histological diagnosis is dealt with in a special section.
(omparisonis made with abscesses, infarcts, sarcomata, and
tuberculosis. The last-named presents the greatest diffi-
culties in this direction, and various contributions on this
special point are dealt with; the etiology is well handled.
Cases have been published in which the heart became
affected in the first year of the disease, and at the other
end of the scale fifty-five years after the first symptoms
of secondary syphilis. As factors favouring the develop-
ment of gummata in the heart, the usual diseases of
vessels and kidneys, hard bodily work and exertion, and,

4 Ueber Gummiknoten ins Herzfleische bei Eriwach8enen [Guminata of the
Myocardium in Adults]. Von Willi. Stockmann. Wiesbaden: J. F.
Bergmaun: and (Ilasgowv: F. Bauermcistcr. 904. (Demny Svo,
pp. 104: 7 plates. 4s. 9d.)

above all, alcohol, the faithful ally of syphilis, are
mentioned. The frequency, as compared with syphilis of
other viscera, and also as regards syphilis as a whole, is
dealt with. The symptoms may be absent, as in the
case of small gummata, but when these are large, angina
pectoris, tachyeardia, epileptiform attacks, and so forth,
may occur. Sudden or unexpected death,, sometimes
without previous indications of anything being wrong, is
frequent. Dr. Stockmann is to be congratulated on his
industry in bringing together his facts, both clinical and
histological. His monograph can be recommended, espe-
cially to those working at syphilis and life assurance.

TEXTBOOKS OF MEDICINE.
THE third edition of Dr. JAMEs TYSON'S Practice of
Medicine' is without doubt a very good book. It is
strong in such practical points as clinical methods and
instructions for nursing and medical treatment, although
it may be said that the plan of including fully written out
prescriptions, besides being extravagant of space, is un-

necessary, as indeed are prescriptions in any form. What
value, for example, can there be in a prescription for
cholera merely including laudanum and five carminatives
such as ginger and peppermint? Still the memoriter
student may think differently. The additions and minor
changes in this issue have been so numerous that the
entire book has been reset. The greatest amount of
modification and enlargement has been in the section
devoted to infectious diseases. It is at least no exaggera-
tion to say that this edition fairly represents the present
state of modern medicine.

Professor LEMOINE has done work of recognized value in
therapeutics, but his present work on pathology8 makes
no claim to originality, and is calculated to add to his
literary rather than to his scientific reputation. The
book, however, will no doubt prove useful to students and
others requiring' a readable and concise account of almost
all the diseases likely to come under the notice of the
physician, although its usefulness is greatly impaired by
the absence of an index to its two thousand and odd
pages. Although described as a treatise on pathology it is
really a textbook of systematic medicine, and deals with
disease under the usual headings of history, etiology,
symptomatology, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment. The
paragraphs dealing with treatment are, however, so very
brief and general as to be quite worthless. They would
have been better omitted. On the other hand, the pro-
minence given to the history of each disease is an excellent
feature, though even here there are curious omissions.
Thus the long controversy as to the differentiation of
typhus and typhoid fever is thus summed up: "Thanks
to the researches of Lombard, of Maillot, of Laveran, of
Kelsch, and of Kiener, typhoid fever was finally proved to
be in itself a morbid entity, with a definite place in the
category of diseases." Not a word of Jenner, of Murchison,
or of any of the American school! Again, while the
researches that led to the discovery of the parasite of
malaria are pretty fully described, it is only under the
heading of "prophylaxis" that we hear anything of the
role of the mosquito, and even then there is no mention of
Ross. Professor Lemoine's classification of diseases also
leaves much to be desired. Thus tuberculosis and syphilis
are not included among infective processes, and are only
dealt with as they arise in connexion with the diseases of
various organs, and scurvy is omitted from the list
of diseases of nutrition, and included among diseases
of the blood. There is no reference to infantile scurvy
and its connexion with rickets. The section on diseases
of the nervous system is particularly full and well illus-
trated, although we notice that the diagram and descrip-
tion of the patellar reflex is distinctly misleading. There
is nothing to suggest that this differs at all from a simple
cutaneous reflex, and the increased reaction time is not
even mentioned. The author seems to be somewhat
unduly impressed with the importance of exact delimita-
tion of the doubtful phenomena of the distribution of
anaesthetic and thermo-anaesthetic areas in functional
neurosis, and the diagrams dealing with this subject are

5 The Practice of Medicine. By James Tyson, M.D. Third edition.
London: Rebman Limited. 1905. (Demy 8vo, pp. 124 ; 134 illustra-
tions; 24s.)

6 Traite de Pathologie Interne. Par G. Lemoine. Tomes I et II. Paris:
Vigot Frhres. 1905. (Cr. 8vo, pp. 2026. Fr.16.)
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unnecessarily numerous. With the exceptions mentioned,
the book appears to be accurate within its limitations,
though not always perfectly up-to-date, and throughout it
is written in a clear and graceful style that must rob the
study of medicine of half its terrors for the student.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
PROFESSOR FIEDLER and Mr. SANDBACH have embarked on
an excelleat scheme. They propose to provide for the
English student of science a course of simple and practical
instruction in the German language, which will enable him
to read German scientific literature. Their first issue, en-
titled A First German Course for Science Students,1 deals with
elementary German grammar, and contains a short reader
which illustrates the grammatical rules by means of easy
passages of connected prose, descriptive of simple experi-
mental demonstrations performed in chemical and physical
laboratories. This will be followed by a second course,
containing graduated passages from modern scientific
literature with annotations and explanations of further
grammatical points. If the authors find that their work
is favourably received they promise to continue the series
by the addition of volumes specially designed to meet the
requirements of students of botany, zoology, physiology,
medicine, and other sciences. We are conlident that the
English student of science will not fail to appreciate this
admirable plan. A knowledge of German is indispensable
to any one who wishes to keep pace with scientific research,
but the difficulty of mastering the technical terms often
proves a stumbling block to those who have not had the
opportunity of taking a course in a German university.
Professor Fiedler and Mr. Sandbach are adopting a
thoroughly sensible and practical way of overcoming this
difficulty, and we hope they will continue to apply their
methods to other departments of science.

In a small volume entitled The Needs ofMan,2;Dr. WINSLOW
HALL endeavours to group together the various essentials
which he considers necessary to the complete development
of mankind. According to Dr. Hall there are eight bodily
needs-food, cleanliness, covering, land, work, rest, pain,
and death; two moral needs-sin and love; and one
spiritual need, God. The book is evidently writteni with a
commendable desire to promote the bettterment of the
race, but the author's views are -Utopian and we fear the
realization of his dreams can scarcely be hoped for this side
the Millennium. Despite his opinion that food require-
ments " are all met by a diet consisting of milk products
and certain vegetable products," men will still go on eating
fish, flesh, and fowl even in face of his ominous warning
that " they are unnecessary, they are expensive, they cause
needless labour, they are ethically objectionable, and they
are slow poisons"; despite his diatribe against the "*folly
and crime" of sartorial fashion women will continue to
follow its dictates; despite his indignant protests against
landowners, the mass of civilized men live contentedly and
will be surprised to learn that "they are so besotted by
their servile environment that they have quite forgotten
their inalienable right to the land" and despite his con-
tention that " the manufacturer should live among his mill
hands, the landowner among his ploughmen, the merchant
among his clerk or shopmen, " present distinctions of class
seem likely to be maintained. From beginning to end the
book is a fanciful plea for a condition of Society which is
impossible and for a species of human paradise which the
most iconoclastic sociological reformer in his wildest dreams
has not imagined. The last chapter, in which Dr. Hall
deals with the spiritual need of man, is the best in his
book and is interesting as an idealistic study. Otherwise
little can be said for a volume, which though evidently
written with a serious purpose, is fantastical and un-
practical.
As in the case of several of its predecessors, the twenty-

first volume of the Transactions of the Amiieri:can Climslto-
loycal Association3 contains a good many papers of general
interest. Among them is one on the sea-air treatment of
osseous and glandular tuberculosis, another on blood
pressure and the pulse in relation to altitude, and two
others on impalpable sputum, and the various ill-recog-
nized factors in the prevalence of tuberculosis. Several
of the papers are well illustrated. A general index of all
the twenty-one volumes of transactions which have at
present appeared is appended.

1 A First GermanvCourse for Science Students. By H. G. Fiedler and F. E.
Sandbach. London: LAlexander Moriug, Ltd. 1906. (Demy 8vo,
pp. 99. 2R. 6d.)

2 The Nleeds of.Man. By W. Winslow Hall. M.D. London: Swan
Sonneusclicin and Co., Limited. 1905. (Crown 8vo, pp. 220. 3s. 6d )

IDetroit: Published by the Associatiou. 1905. (Dcmy 8vo, pp. 310.)

The Society of Medical Officers
of Health.

JUBILEE CELEBRATION.
THE celebration of the Jubilee of the Incorporated Society
of Medical Officers of Health serves to remind us how-
closely the Society has been bound up with the publie
health administration of the past half-century. The first
medical officer of health to be appointed in this country
was Dr. William Henry Duncan, who was elected for
Liverpool in 1847. In 1848, Mr. (afterwards Sir John>
Simon was appointed to the city of London, and about the
same time Mr. T. J. Dyke became medical officer of health
for Merthyr Tydvil. The sanitary authorities in London
were not obliged to appoint these officials until the year
1856, and in the, rest of England and Wales not until 1872
It is not surprising to find, therefore, that membership of
the Society of Medical Officers of Health, which was.
founded in May, 1856, was confined in the first instance to-
those who held office in the metropolis. Ten years later-
medical officers outside Londonwere admitted as honorary
members, and in 1873 they were admitted to ordinary-
membership. Other associations of health officers were
formed in the north-western counties, in Yorkshire andi
in Birmingham, and these were ultimately ama]gamatedc
with the original society. Since 1888 there has been but
one association, which has now ten branches in various
parts of the country.
During the first five years of its existence the Presi-

dential Chair was occupied by Mr. John Simon, and
Dr. Robert Hillier was the first Secretary, among the-
other members being: Drs. F. W. Pavy, Edward Ballard,
William Odling, Robert Barnes, J. Burdon-Sanderson,
J. S. Bristowe, Edwin Lankester, Henry Leheby, Barnardt
Holt, Septiraus Gibbon, and Conway Evans. The-
importance of the Society was early recognized, a roonm
at the offices of the General Board of Health being placed
at the disposal of the members for their meetings. At the
first of these, committees were formed to consider
nuisances arising in trade, their action on healthl, and the-
means of obviating them; adulterations and deteriorations
of food and drugs, their extent and frequency, their actior
on health, and their detection; the causes of diseases,
epidemic, endemic, and contagious; meteorology; the
state of vaults under churches and their influence on
health; and the condition of slaughter-houses. The
Society has from the first endeavoured to obtain some
uniformity of records, and the tables issued by the Local
Government Board for inclusion in the annual reports of
medical officers of health were drawn up by a Committee-
of the Society.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
The Presidential address of Sir SHIRLEY MURPHY at the

jubilee meeting of the Society held on May 11th, though
purporting to give an account of the work carried out by
medical officers of health during the past fifty years, was
really an account of the work of the Society, for, as Je re-
marked, from the beginning the two have-been inseparable-
The Society was the inevitable outcome of the imposition
of a new and difficult task upon a body of men who might
well turn to each other for consultation and guidance. The
need for the employment of officers specially appointed
to improve the sanitary circumstances of the population
was emphasized by the result of inquiries made into the
social conditions of the people in the early years of
Queen Victoria's reign, which inquiries demonstrated,
as similar inquiries always have demonstrated, the-
great truth that air and light are essential conditions.
for healthy existence, and that excremental pollution
of the water, air, and soil are inevitably attended
by disease and mortality. He dealt in some detai)
with the work carried on by scientific observers
in this country and abroad in connexion with
immunization against disease, and discussed the
various theories which are held to account for this
power of resistance to the invasion of pathogenic micro-
organisms. TJpon the vexed question of hospital provi-
sion for infectious diseases, he expressed the opinion that
its value must largely be governed by the efficiency ofe
administration in other directions. There must be taken
into consideration the proportion of cases isolated, the
steps taken to seek for inconspicuous cases, the stage of


